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Date reviewed:

Issued by: National Immunization Program, Ministry of Health.

Purpose: To provide guidelines on administering BCG to infants against tuberculosis as part of
the National Immunization Program.

Reference: National immunization technical committee decision.

Apply to: All healthcare providers.

Policy:

— BCG vaccine to be administered intradermally to all infants (except when medically
contraindicated) from 6 months to 12 monthsof age as part of the national immunization
schedule.

— General National Immunization Program (NIP) guidelines on vaccine precautions and
management of acute reactions must be strictly followed for all vaccines.

The vaccine:

— Presentation: a freeze-dried, white crystalline powder, 20 dose vial (0.05.ml) with diluent.

— Dose: 0.05.ml of reconstituted vaccine.

— Route of administration: Intradermal (ID) Injection, deltoid region (upper arm).

Contraindications:
The vaccine must not be given to:
e Those who have already had a BCG vaccination.
e Infants in a household where an active TB case is suspected or confirmed. Refer to the
National Tuberculosis Program guidelines.
e Infants receiving corticosteroid or other immunosuppressive treatment (Inhaled steroids
are not a contraindication), infants with congenital or acquired immune deficiencies (eg,
HIV infection, leukemia, lymphoma, cancer therapy, immunosuppressive therapy such as
corticosteroids).
Precautions:
e Acute illness: The decision to administer or delay vaccination because of current or recent
febrile iliness depends on the severity of symptoms and the etiology of the disease. Defer
administration in patients with moderate or severe acute illness (with or without fever)
vaccination should not be delayed for patients with mild acute illness (with or without fever).
e No further vaccines should be given in the arm used for BCG for at least three months

because of the risk of lymphadenitis.
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Method of administration:

Staff criteria: trained Nurse and/or physician on intradermal injection technique and on
general immunization precautions and adverse event management.
The BCG vaccine must be stored in the original packing in a refrigerator at 2°C - 8°C,
protected from light, and must not be frozen.

BCG vaccine is reconstituted using 1.0 ml of the solvent (supplied). It should be gently
and thoroughly mixed then used strictly within a 4—6 hour period.
DO NOT SHAKE.
Once reconstituted, the vaccine should appear a homogenous, slightly opaque and
colorless suspension. It should be used immediately.
The BCG vaccine must be given strictly intradermally with a fresh needle and syringe for
each patient.
The skin should NOT be cleaned with antiseptic prior to administration of the vaccine.
Under strict aseptic technique, use 26 gauge 0.05 ml auto-disable syringe to draw exactly
0.05 ml from the reconstituted vial. The needle hub must be attached firmly.

Inject intradermally to the lateral aspect of the left upper arm (just above the middle of the
left upper arm) with needle bevel uppermost, until its opening is just visible through the
skin. A blanched bleb should be raised.

Action for defaulters infants:

e Infants who require the BCG vaccination but are not vaccinated by the age of 12 months, BCG

vaccination should not be given. Parents will be advised of the potential risk of TB and provided

information on how to reduce the risk of acquiring tuberculosis. The national tuberculosis

guidelines should be consulted in management tuberculosis exposure in vaccinated and

unvaccinated individuals.

Prepared by: Director of National ImmunizationProgram

Reviewed by: Director-General of Infectious Diseases Department

Approved by: Assistant Deputy Minister for Preventive Health
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